Brad Fitzpatrick

Rhodes Thesis/Reaction

1. What is Rhodes’ thesis? How does it shape his account?  

I’m unsure of Rhodes’ thesis, but I could imagine it having to do with the rise of science, scientific thinking, and how discoveries changed the world.

Rhodes spends a lot of time talking about the scientists and their contributions.  The summary of the book is basically about how a few very talented scientists’ discoveries turn into one of the largest wartime planning and construction projects of all time, eventually leading to the creation and use of the worst weapon ever used in war.  

2. What is your reaction to this book so far?  What in your opinion makes this a “good” piece of history, or not? 

I’m enjoying the book.  It reads like a story instead of a history text.  Rhodes’ descriptions of people gives them personality that you can relate to, instead of them just being names.

I think it’s a good piece of history because it wraps up everything so well in one place… parts that may not seem important by themselves are related to other things and it’s then obvious how it fits into the big picture.

